
FIGHT:  NOT WITH BUT FOR — FIGHT FOR YOUR FRIENDS 

John 15:13-16 (NLT)   
“There is no greater love than to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what  
I command. 15 I no longer call you slaves, because a master doesn’t confide in his slaves. Now you are my  
friends since I have told you everything the Father told me. 16 You didn’t choose me. I chose you…” 
  
  
In Order To Have ______________, You Too Must Also Be A Friend In Return. 

A True Friendship Wants ______________ For Itself. 

Proverbs 18:24 (NLT) “There are ‘friends” who destroy each other, but a real friend sticks closer than a brother.” 

A Real Friend Is Someone Who Knows The ________________ And Loves You Anyway. 

Exodus 14:14 (NLT) “The Lord will fight for you; you need only to be still.” 

1.    A Friend of God Is One Who Values His ______________ Above All Else. 

2.    A Friend of God Will Live A Life Of ________. 

3.    A Friend of God Is Wise To Special ____________________ And Is Supremely Reliable With It.
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At Ringgold, we use a “do simple better” mindset as we lead LifeGroups, worship, sermons, and church events. Ringgold uses a variety of church resources  
that are available for church usage.  As a leadership team, we believe The Church is meant to work together for the Kingdom of God -  

WE ARE BETTER TOGETHER.  For more information and a list of resources that we use, visit ringgoldchurch.com/messages.

THE MESSAGE 
CONNECT 

Message Connect is an online resource with a message recap and a discussion guide to go 
deeper during the week.   Go to ringgoldchurch.com/messageconnect.
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LET OUR PASTORS LEAD YOUR DISCUSSION. 
Our Pastors have created The Message Connect video for the Fight: Not With For message series.  Go deeper and wider 
in your faith walk with us by going to ringgoldchurch.com/messageconnect.

The Message Connect is a devotion that goes deeper into Sunday morning's message, intentionally connecting it to our lives throughout the week. 
Through a 15-20 minute video and discussion guide, we challenge everyone to go deeper in their faith 

because we believe growing people change for God’s glory and their God-honoring life purpose. 

WEEK THREE: 
FIGHT FOR YOUR FRIENDS
Go online to ringgoldchurch.com/themessageconnect 
to watch this week’s Message Connect video.

Key Scriptures:
John 15:13-16, Proverbs 18:24, Exodus 14:14

Next Steps:
1. Start Talking.  Find a conversation starter for your group.

Share one story from your childhood about a friend that makes 
you smile.

John15:13 (NLT)  “There is no greater love than to lay down one’s 
life for one’s friends.”

What stands out to you about this passage?

2. Start Thinking.  Ask a thoughtful question.
What did you learn about God from the message this week?  

3. Start Sharing.  Here are questions to help you dig deeper into 
God’s Word.

What do you think of the saying:  “In order to have friends, 
you too must also be a friend in return”?

You are not friends with someone to see what you can get out of 
them…You are friends with them to see how you can help them 
become a better rendition of themselves. 

Share a time when you felt your friendship was one-sided. 
Have you gone out of your way to keep in touch with a friend?

Proverbs 18:24 NLT  “There are ‘friends’ who destroy each other, 
but a real friend sticks closer than a brother.” 

We have all experienced good friendships and some that have 
gone bad.  As friends we should not look for ways to tear each  
other down, but we should celebrate victories and encourage one 
another.  When it comes to our friends…we should not destroy 
each other…rather we should fight FOR each other. 

What does fighting for your friends look like?  How can you 
uplift your friend even in difficult times? 

 
John 15:13-16 (NLT)  “There is no greater love than to lay down 
one’s life for one’s friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what 
I command. 15 I no longer call you slaves, because a master 
doesn’t confide in his slaves. Now you are my friends, since I have 
told you everything the Father told me. 16 You didn’t choose me. 
I chose you…”

Jesus came to save you, His friend.  He loves you enough to go 
through the excruciating pain of being human on earth and dying  
a horrific death.  Jesus is the true example of fighting for your 
friends…He took on our greatest enemy and won! 

Exodus 14:14 (NIV) “The Lord will fight for you; you need only to    
be still.” 

The Lord defeated sin and death on the cross and He continues to 
fight for you! 

Have you ever considered the fact that Jesus is your friend? 
Knowing that Jesus fights for you, how does this make you feel 
about your friendship with Him? 

4. Start Praying.  Be bold, and pray with power.
Take some time to pray over identified action steps and life issues. 
Pray that God would continue to actively grow and mature you in 
Christ.

5. Start Doing.  Commit to a step and live it out this week.

A Friend Can Be Defined As: 

- One who multiplies joys, divides grief. 

- One who understands our silence. 

- One who comes in when the whole world has gone out. 

Think on these definitions of a friend and commit to becoming that 
person to your friends in your life today.

For more information about taking the next steps in your faith, 
visit:  ringgoldchurch.com/nextsteps.


